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A Tale of Two Andys

Submitted by Andrew Pitcher

Elaine asked me to write about my recent experience at
the Springfield pre-test.

Andy (dog) camefrom Golden Retriever Rescuein
Nebraska, anon-profit organization which findshomesfor
needy Goldens. Thefirsttimel heard about Andy waswhena
friend called me about her new foster dog... "hisnameisAndy,
and heisreally good looking." "Well of course,” | thought.
"But hehasredlly bad separation anxiety and hasalready
destroyed hispreviousfoster home'sKoi pond and sofa," |
wastold. | wasn't sure how adog could eat up aKoi pond,
but | knew thiswould beachalenging dogs. Unfortunately
for Andy, thingsgot muchworse. Hedidn't likebeing crated
and destroyed severa cratesdesigned to keep himand his
new household safe. Hewould start drooling so badly when
|eft alone hewould betotally covered in slivawhen his ST
foster Mom returned. Hewould whineuncontrollably. One ool
of theincidentsinvolved him (almost) getting out of ametal crate, breaking teeth, getting his

hind leg caught inthe crate and dragging it around the housein the process destroying tables, chairs, and ripping up
hisleg. Anti-anxiety drugsdidn't seemto help. After thiswent onfor severa weeks, euthanasiaseemed theonly
option. | had looked after Andy afew timesand he had beenrelatively good, so | thought therewould be nothing
toloseby attempting to foster him and seeif he could be well enough to be adopted by someone (else). It also

hel ped not having any materia processionsof any valuethat he could destroy!

So, Andy cameto my house. Hewastrained asmuch by my other dogsasme. They would not tolerate him
going ondestructivefrenzies. A cratenow seemed asafeoptionto him. | wasemotionally ambivaent. My
leaving and returning was not abig deal. Therewould be no anxiousgood-byesor joyousreturns. Eventualy he
could beleft on hisown for extended periodswithout acrate. It wasnow timefor himto findahome. Soona
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Continued on page 2
Lead Canine Handler Change Donations
Submitted by John Huff Pfizer Animal Hedlth hasmade
After much thoughtful consideration Elaine Sawtd | hasdetermined that shewill adonation of $75to the NE-

step down asthelead caninehandler for NE-TF1. Elainehasservedinthiscapacity =~ TF1canineunit. Itisin

sincetheinception of thetask force. gratitude of MonicaBargeris
MonicaBarger hasagreed to accept theresponsibilities, asaresult of Elaine's donation of timeand talentsto

decision. Monicahasworked closely with Elaineand NE-TF1 program theKansas State University

management. Itistheopinion of the program management that Monicaisqualified Veterinary Medicine College's

for thisposition and welook forward to her strong leadership in thiscapacity. openhouseinApril. ¢%42 e
Elainewill continue asacanine search specidist withthetask force. Shehas

donean outstanding job for theteam, and has had asignificant impact onthe FEMA

program nationwideduring her tenure, including the creation of many of the

processesused for caninecertification. ¢ 0 o
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visttoafamily with another rescued Goldenin
Omahawasarranged. Everything seemedtolook
good. Hegot onwell with thefamily and their dog.
After looking after himfor acouple of months, it
was hard saying goodbye. Thegoodbye proved
only temporary. Theresident dog decided Andy
wasokay tovisit, but didnit likehim living there.
After acoupleof dogfights, it wasdecided tofind a
different homefor him, so Andy came back to me.
When other homeswerediscussed, | eventualy had
tosay "'l think I'll keep him."

| had taken Andy to some dog obedience
classesfor socialization. Hehad been at ameeting
when MonicaBarger and Zimaweretalking about
search and rescue. Hebarked excitedly when Zima
wasplaying withatoy. Hewasyoung, agile, and
putting al four pawsforward to do something.
Could hedo disaster search work?

About the sametime, | had been working with
my Labrador Retriever, Shoney, on disaster search
andrescue. Shehad failedthebasictest, but had
been doing well, despitelimited movement in her
hind legsdueto OCD in her hocks. | had also tried
Waldo (my other Golden) but when hewasunable
to get up theladder oneday, | had him x-rayed and
it wasfound that Hip Dysplasiamade him unsuitable
to continue with disaster search. So, it occurredto
metotry Andy at disaster search. Despite many
set backs, heworked well and we both learned a
lot along theway. Heisnow adeployablesearch
dogwiththetask forceand | am very proud of him.

Now abit about the pre-test...My feeling during
thetest wereamix of anxiety, fatigue, joy,
frustration, disappointment, andrelief. Sol guessit
smulated adisaster search deployment very well.

We knew it was going to be hot so we met at
the Springfield rubbleat 6:30 am. and started the
test by 7:00am. | had driven down the afternoon
before so we could rest beforethetest. 1nany dog
event, you learn never to take anything for granted.
Sometimesthethingsyou think are easy becomea
problem. | knew that Andy was pretty solid on
most of the elementsof thetest, but when you start
puttingit al together and adding al thebaggage of a
test, well...

Continued on page 3

NE-TF1 K9 Team Recognized

Recently the Lincoln Fire& Rescue Department was

notified that we had received theiDickin Medal for
animal galantryi fromthe PDSA.

Theaward states:
The Search and Rescueteams at Ground Zero
and the Pentagon

'For tirelesscouragein the service of humanity
during the search and rescue operationsat
Ground Zero and the Pentagon following the
terrorist attackson New York and Washington
on 11 September 2001.

'Intheface of physical danger each dog and
handler combated choking smoke, negotiated
shifting debrisand fought extreme exhaustion to
findlifeamidst therubble. Workingin unison,
man and dog returned time after timeto the scene
of thetragedy, searching in hope and beyond the
cal of duty.

To thedogsand their handlerswho camefrom

all over the United Statesof America, drawnby a
common cause and determination to offer their
specidist skillsto the search and rescue
operations. Faithful to wordsof command and
undaunted by thetask, the dogs work and
unstinting devotion to duty stand asatestament to
thoselost or injured. ¢ 3.
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- Anyway, hedidthe obediencejust fine. Although he hasdone AK C obedienceand hashis Companion
— Dogtitle, thisisdifferent from AK C competition obedience. Walking off-leash through acrowd cabeabig
— chalengeto avery social and people motivated Golden Retriever, especialy whentheir favorite search
— victimsareinthecrowd. Thispart of thetest isimportant since adisaster search areamy have crowds of
— peoplearound that the god must ignorewhile heisworking.
—  Thankstoalot of early work, building thiselement, the bark barrel has never been aproblem for Andy.
— Still, those 30 seconds seemto takeforever. Itisawaystough to seeadog not getting areward froma
L victim after such agood aert, but | made surehegot lotsof praisefromme. Thisisagootest of victim
_ loyalty and thefocusof thedog.
L Despite Andy having hisAKC Agility title, search agility hasbeen aproblemfor him (and me). The
— FEMA test, although timed, isnot atest of speed over standardized obstacles, but rather atest of the dogis
— confidence, natura agility and control over unfamiliar obstacles. 1t only takesan unpleasant accident to hurt
— the dogis confidence. We had been working on rebuilding confidence and control. Andy did well thistime
— going over unstableand dick surfaceswithout aproblem. He hesitated on the board of big spools, but
— fortunately thiswasnot arequired obstacle. | wasvery relieved when we completed the agility.
Directability had been aproblem (sincethe pallet on asawhorseincident), with Andy needingtorebuild
confidence on being sent out to unfamiliar obstacles. Fortunately, thework we had done on hiscontrol
 proved valuable hereand | was ableto stop and redirect when necessary. | can see how important
— directionscanbeinarea disaster scenario when you need complete control of your dog in an unfamiliar
— environment.
— Finally cametherubblesearch, everythingisok sofar. It wasgetting hot, so | made surel had plenty of
— water for thedog. For thosewho havenit seenit, the Springfield rubble pileisaniinterestingi rubble pile.
— Itiscomprised mainly of quarried rock, rather than traditional dlab rubble. The pilehasrecently been
- remodeled with avery largearray of wooden pallets. Theseareto help simulatean unfamiliar disaster site,
[ suchasatornado hit. Andy found hisfirst victim quickly (severa times), but had trouble negotiating the
. wooden palletsto search for the second victim. | didnit help sincel didnit think therewould beanyone
— under the palletsand didnit specificaly direct himto search thisareauntil theend. Helooked interested
— and proceeded to climb the pallets, but unfortunately time had run out.
| have done enough dog training to know that when something doesnit work out theway you wanted,
— you haveto go back, work out what the problem was then re-build the desired behavior, by gradually
— adding parametersuntil the dog understand the problem in any contest. So, wewill go back towork on
L confidenceand searchwork on unstable palletsand other surfacesuntil heiscompletely comfortablewith
_ thisasasearch environment.
L Elainetold methat, although he didnit passthe pre-test, he had performed well enoughto be
— considered adeployabledog. | know that Elainewould never allow an unsuitable dog to be deployed, so |
— believethat hereally isasearch and rescue dog.
—  Of course, thiswould not have been possiblewithout aviable and talented support team. Thanksto
— everyonewho helped. Findly, specia thanksfo Lauraand Eileenwho helped asvictimsin Lincoln for
— many years, and to Shoney who was never adeployable dog, but helped melearn alot about search and
- rescuetraining. o °°
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Thank You How

| deeply appreciateall your cards, e-mails, phonecalls, prayers, Do | S u b m |t
Items for the

=R _ Canine

and the generous donation to Word of Truth in memory of Bob.
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Mail, E-mail, or Fax itemsto:
JuieMarget
LincolnFire& Rescue
1801 1Q1 Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
jmarget@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Fax: 441-8292

Phone: 441-8352
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Bob, Elaine, and Ditto in Colorado in 1993 oy

1801 “Q” Street
Lincoln, NE 68508

New York’s Furriest Dies at 10

Submitted by Juan Gonzales, NY-TFI

| just wanted to pass on the newsthat our Canine Handler,
Robert Schnelleisdog, Zeus, died on Wednesday, August 24, 2002.
Robert Schnelleand Zeushave been ontheNY-TF1 FEMA team from
itsonset, and have been deployed to many disasters, such asthe
Oklahoma City bombing, the 1993 WTC bombing, and various
hurricanes. .3.



